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COUNCIL CORRESPONDENCE UPDATE TO AUGUST 30, 2023 (8:30 a.m.) 
 
Correspondence 
(1) August 23, 2023, regarding “Dundarave update: August 23” (Events in West 

Vancouver) 
(2) August 23, 2023, regarding Stevens Drive Traffic Safety 
(3) August 25, 2023, regarding “CBC News : After eerily similar fires 20 years 

apart, frustrated experts say advice for Kelowna is much the same” 
(4) CiviX West Van, August 26, 2023, regarding CiviX West Van Survey 
(5) August 26, 2023, regarding Increasing Population and Infrastructure Needs 
(6) August 27, 2023, regarding “PRESS RELEASE: "Ukraine War Just One of 

Many Conflicts Championed By Deep State"” 
(7) D. Marley, August 27, 2023, regarding ““Currency Exchanges popping up 

everywhere.” - Vancouver Sun - August 26, 2003” 
(8) Howe Sound Biosphere Region Initiative Society, August 28, 2023, regarding 

“For Council” (Howe Sound Community Forum & Átl'ḵa7tsem / Howe Sound 
Biosphere Region Updates) 

(9) August 29, 2023, regarding “Noise” (Gas Powered Tools) 
Correspondence from Other Governments and Government Agencies 
No items. 
Responses to Correspondence 
No items. 
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From:
Sent: Friday, August 25, 2023 11:00 PM
To: correspondence
Subject: CBC News : After eerily similar fires 20 years apart, frustrated experts say advice for Kelowna is much 

the same

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the organization from email address  . Do not click 
links or open attachments unless you validate the sender and know the content is safe. If you believe this e‐mail is 
suspicious, please report it to IT by marking it as SPAM. 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british‐columbia/kelowna‐fire‐2003‐vs‐2023‐fire‐prevention‐mitigation‐1.6945306 

Warmly, 

West Van 

“Inclusion without proper support is exclusion.” ‐ Anonymous 

s. 22(1)
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Click here, to read comments by West Van Residents about pro/con maximum population 
 

   







 
      





Forward this email to a West Vancouver Community Friend. 

HOUSEKEEPING - We protect and respect your personal information. Do we have your email, 
name and surname correct?  

email address:  correspondence@westvancouver.ca 

Your first name:   

Your surname:  West Van Council Correspondence 

If you want to subscr be or  change your email address, name or surname.  

Update your email information 

Unsubscr be 



© Copyright 2023 CivixWestVan.ca, registered office: 400 - 575 Granville,  Vancouver, British 
Columbia 

Unsubscribe • Update Email Address • View Online 
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From: David Marley <domarley52@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, August 27, 2023 11:41 PM
To: correspondence; Mark Sager; Christine Cassidy; Nora Gambioli; Peter Lambur; Scott 

Snider; Sharon Thompson; Linda Watt
Cc: Scott Findlay; John Lo (WVPD);  News 

NS; Richter Brent; 
Subject: “Currency Exchanges popping up everywhere.” - Vancouver Sun - August 26, 2003

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the organization from email address domarley52@gmail.com. Do not click 
links or open attachments unless you validate the sender and know the content is safe. If you believe this e-mail is 
suspicious, please report it to IT by marking it as SPAM. 

Perhaps you’ve read Doug Todd’s excellent, informative column in yesterday’s Sun. If not, I encourage you to do so. It 
deals with a troubling phenomenon which demands action, the proliferation of unregulated currency exchanges or 
money services businesses (“MSBs”) in “concentrated pockets” throughout Metro Vancouver, including here in our 
bedroom community in which, as of last month by my count, we have eight store-front operations in Ambleside and 
another one in Dundarave.  

Todd quotes the Cullen Commission to the effect that “It is widely recognized there are significant money-laundering 
vulnerabilities associated with MSBs.” The Cullen report noted that FINTRAC believes MSBs have a “medium to very high 
risk” for such things as international money-laundering, underground banking, terrorist financing and avoiding Western 
sanctions such as those Canada, the United States and other nations have in place against Russia and Iran. According to 
Todd, FINTRAC’s web-site describes how an MSB is “likely engaging in money-laundering if it carries out business largely 
with or through Iran or other countries subject to sanctions.” Perhaps you might care to peruse this web-site.  

And we have nine of these outfits operating in plain sight here in West Vancouver, most of which prominently display 
the Farsi language. Clearly, according to reputable authorities, we face a significant risk of serious illegal activity 
potentially being conducted in our community. It is, therefore, long past time our local law enforcement put these MSBs 
under very close surveillance, if they have not already been doing so.  

The Cullen Commission recommended that the province regulate MSBs, something that ought to have been done long 
ago. But in communities such as this one, in which a “concentrated pocket” of MSBs has sprung up in recent years, 
Mayor and Council also have a duty to take whatever action that is within their power to ensure these businesses are 
not engaged in illegitimate activities.  

I expect to see this subject on Council’s agenda shortly after its summer recess concludes.  

As to my personal knowledge, there are currently another fourteen of these store-front MSBs operating in North 
Vancouver, mostly on or adjacent to central Lonsdale, we now have at least some 23 in total here on the North Shore. It 
seems to me that the NS News ought to be interested in this matter. Their motto, after all, being “If it happens on the 
North Shore, it’s news to us.” Perhaps Mr. LaPointe might like to write something about the issue. It would be a change 
of pace for him.  

I hereby request that my name and contact information not be redacted from this e-mail communication. 

David Marley 

West Vancouver, BC 
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August 28, 2023 

To: Mayor Sager & Council, District of West Vancouver 

Re: Howe Sound Community Forum & Átl'ḵa7tsem / Howe Sound Biosphere Region Updates 

We hope you have had the chance to rest during the summer break having enjoyed quality time 
within your community and are back to the new session enthused about progressing initiatives 
that will bring benefit to the Átl'ḵa7tsem / Howe Sound Biosphere Region (AHSUBR).  

As convenor of the Howe Sound Community Forum (HSCF), we, the Howe Sound Biosphere 
Region Initiative Society (HSBRIS), were pleased to see many elected officials at the April 2023 
forum at the Town of Gibsons. This letter is regarding: 

1. Attendance at the October 13, Howe Sound Community Forum in Whistler

2. Request  to host the 2024 Howe Sound Community Forums

3. Update on the Biosphere Region Roundtable

1. Howe Sound Community Forum in Whistler

Please mark your calendars for the next HSCF, taking place October 13, 2023, at the Squamish 
Lillooet Cultural Centre (SLCC) in Whistler. See event details here. Please RSVP to the calendar 
invitation. 

We are delighted that the forum will take place in the Longhouse at the SLCC. Attendees will 
have the opportunity to explore the exhibits in the rest of the centre. 

At the forum, elected officials will share updates from their communities on actions related to 
the Howe Sound community. Many thanks to Mayor Crompton and Council at the RMOW for 
hosting this forum.  

To be efficient with transport, we encourage carpooling to Whistler. If need be, please contact 
howesoundcommunityforum@gmail.com if we can assist with your carpooling options. 

2. Hosting the 2024 Howe Sound Community Forum

In 2022 we entered into Memorandum of Understandings with each of the Howe Sound 
Community Forum member communities.  Please refer to the MOU we entered into with the  
District of West Vancouver (see attached).  As agreed in the Principles for Cooperation, member 
communities rotate hosting the forum.   



We are asking if Mayor and Council and the District of West Vancouver will host the next Forum 
in April 2024, this would require budgeting $4,500 as explained in our previous 
correspondence.  The MOU explains our role in the organization and the very little burden on 
staff resources. If you could provide an indication by the October Forum, that would be 
appreciated. 

3. Advancing Biosphere Region Management & Governance

We are advancing on the Átl'ḵa7tsem / Howe Sound Biosphere Region Roundtable recruitment. 
As the advisory body to HSBRIS on the governance of the AHSUBR, it is the intention to have 
fair representation across sectors, NGOs, civil society and government. See background here.   

For information, consensus at the April 2023 HSCF was to appoint one representative from each 
of the three regional districts, Metro Vancouver, SCRD and SLRD. We will be seeking the 
nominations of either a staff member, an elected official or an appointee of the local 
government from within each of these three regional districts. An updated Terms of Reference 
has also been agreed by the AHSUBR Roundtable Selection Committee. This does not replace 
the HSCF. For more information, please visit our website to learn more or contact us directly. 

As the managers responsible for the UNESCO designation, we continue to advance collaborative 
efforts to develop a cohesive management plan. We took time during 2022 and 2023 to solicit 
input and feedback from various sectors, organizations, levels of government, the 
Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Úxwumixw and individuals on the values, concerns and goals for the region. The 
resulting Nchu'ú7mut/Unity Plan is nearing completion. We will provide an update at the HSCF.  

September 15 marks the second anniversary of the UNESCO designation for Átl'ḵa7tsem/Howe 
Sound. Please see our website for current information on our projects and latest news and do 
not hesitate to contact us with any questions. 

Sincerely. 

Ruth Simons 
President, Howe Sound Biosphere Region Initiative Society 
ruthsimons@howesoundbri.org  
PO Box 465 
Lions Bay, B.C. 
V0N 2E0    778 834-4292 

s. 22(1)
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