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COUNCIL CORRESPONDENCE UPDATE TO MAY 19, 2021 (8:30 a.m.) 

Referred for Action 

(1) May 13, 2021, regarding “Tree cutting during bird nesting season” (Referred for
consideration and response)

(2) May 13, 2021, regarding “Dog Bylaws” (Referred for consideration and response)

(3) May 15, 2021, regarding “29th & Marine Pickleball Courts” (Referred for consideration
and response)

(4) May 16, 2021, regarding “Fwd: Ancora Patio Extension” (Referred for consideration and
response)

Referred for Action from Other Governments and Government Agencies  

No items. 

Received for Information 

(5) May 10, 2021, regarding “Mass timber project” (Preliminary Development Proposal
for 2204 Bellevue Avenue & 177 22nd Street)

(6) May 12, 2021, regarding Proposed Consumption of Liquor in Public Places Bylaw
No. 5118, 2021

(7) 10 submissions, May 12-15, 2021, regarding Preliminary Development Proposal for
Inglewood Campus of Care

(8) May 12, 2021, regarding “taxation”

(9) 3 submissions, May 12-17, 2021, regarding Pickleball Courts

(10) May 12, 2021, regarding “Art gallery”

(11) May 13, 2021, regarding “Fwd: 2368 Bellevue”

(12) May 14, 2021, regarding Proposed Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 4985, 2018,
Amendment Bylaw No. 5120, 2021 (Horseshoe Bay Local Area Plan and Design
Guidelines) (Referred to the June 1, 2021 public hearing)

Received for Information from Other Governments and Government Agencies 

(13) P. Weiler, M.P. (West Vancouver-Sunshine Coast-Sea to Sky Country), May 14, 2021,
regarding “Letter from MP Patrick Weiler - Canada Healthy Communities Initiative -
Round 2 Application Intake”

Responses to Correspondence 

(14) Senior Manager of Parks, May 12, 2021, response regarding “Marine Drive and 29th
Pickle Ball Courts Nightly Early Closing.”

(15) Director of Financial Services, May 13, 2021, response to Leslie Jane, Inc. regarding
“My support for the full levy for the ADBIA for 2021 - please reply”

(16) Senior Manager of Parks, May 14, 2021, response regarding “1. Recycle containers
2. Homeles man 3.Park at the west of Navvy Jack House”

(17) Director of Financial Services, May 18, 2021, response to Jones & Company
regarding “ADBIA”

(18) Cultural Services Manager, May 18, 2021, response to Ambleside & Dundarave
Residents Association regarding “Re: Arts Centre planned public consultation in
May”
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From:
Sent: Saturday, May 15, 2021 9:51 AM
To: MayorandCouncil
Subject: 29th & Marine Pickleball Courts

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the organization from email address Do 
not click links or open attachments unless you validate the sender and know the content is safe. If you believe 
this e-mail is suspicious, please report it to IT by marking it as SPAM. 

Dear Mayor and Council, 

As a proud member of the West Vancouver community and also one who is employed to work for the 
betterment of the West Vancouver community, I have to say this is the first time that I have put pen to paper 
(so to speak) and write to you with a heavy heart and in dismay. 

I am sure I do not need to state to you how important it is to have community facilities open to all, whether that 
means fully accessible, for the young, for the old, for those who work and especially how important it is that 
there is access available across different times of the day. During this pandemic, many of us have suffered 
with our mental and physical health and have tried to find ways to engage safely, enjoy our community safely, 
stay local and stay active. It has been an absolute pleasure to have taken up the game of Pickleball over the 
last few months and to feel blessed that WV has courts. Living in the Ambleside/Dundarave border having the 
Pickeball Courts at Marine & 29th is fabulous. I do not need to use a car and not only gain the benefit of 
physical exercise through the game itself but also the walk to & from with community engagement along the 
way with "hello’s” and “morning” - a simple thing but during this pandemic an important connection with 
someone else outside your own four walls. I also feel blessed that I can walk there because there is no need to 
use my car and that’s good for the environment.  

As I work in the community my hours are limited to earlier mornings and evenings so you can imagine my utter 
dismay to arrive at the Pickleball Courts this morning at 8am to see the gate locked and times posted to read 
‘9am-6pm, 7 days a week’ ( have not been able to play for a few weeks). What? I am 
sorry but this is absolutely ridiculous given this is not in a high density housing area (there are 3 houses 
opposite, all with high hedges and a couple behind a tree barriers to the East of the courts). This cannot be the 
result of noise complaints surely? These houses live right on a rail track and a very popular walking route 
(Bellevue) never mind that the ‘Construction Noise Bylaw’ allows those tearing down houses and building, 
heaven forbid more large single accommodation that very few can afford all within the hours of 7.30am-5.30pm 
weekdays/8am-5pm on a Saturday. How can playing Pickleball be more noise than a construction site and its 
accompanying vehicles arriving usually by 7am? 

I have signed up for the Heritage Club Games and their excellent work to help drive West Vancouver forward 
and be the most ‘active’ community in the country through ‘Participation Canada’, whilst also highlighting the 
great sports community and clubs we have in West Vancouver. The reduction of playing hours inhibits helping 
us hopefully win $100,000 for the community. Pickleball is one of the fastest growing sports globally and one 
that is accessible to all - not complicated, no expensive equipment required and with an ability to play as 
singles or doubles - which when covid allows build community interactions.  

Please explain why this has happened and why such a change has come around so quickly? I have seen other 
correspondence so know I am not alone in this dismay. 

I would also be grateful as how best I can escalate a complaint and have my voice heard? 

Kind regards. 

s. 22(1)

s. 22(1)

s.22(1)
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May 10, 2021 

RE: 2204 Bellevue/177 22nd Street proposed re‐development 

I write to ask that the Mayor and Councillors in West Vancouver consider the extreme 

importance of fair and consistent process before approving this mass timber building. It is 

neither fair nor consistent if this development is given approval when other proposals recently 

have been told they must wait for the Ambleside Town Centre Local Area Plan to go through 

the public process and been approved. The developer of this proposed project must also be 

held to that same requirement. To do otherwise could make a mockery of the ATCLAP and 

result in some hard questions from West Vancouver citizens: WHY NOT THIS MASS TIMBER 

BUILDING TOO? 

The size, height and design of the subject building is strikingly out of proportion to the site. 

Those elements in no way make it a “fit” with the surrounding neighbourhood. While the 

proposed building may have environmental considerations, it does not in any other way meet 

the need for diverse housing in our community. 

Please consider the many residents living in surrounding buildings and do not vote in favour of 

what is essentially a monster home development on an 8000 square foot lot. 

Thank you, 

West Vancouver, B.C. 

s. 22(1)

s. 22(1)
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 There are currently 230 publicly funded long-term care beds at this location.  This proposal provides NO increase in
public care beds.  We need more publicly funded long-term care beds, not expensive, private-care facilities.  The
benefits to the community do not outweigh the drawbacks.  If a significant increase in density is requested there
needs to be a significant increase in publicly funded long-term care capacity.

 I am concerned about the impact this project will have on infrastructure (roads, sewer systems, drinking water,
community facilities and parks).

 While the use of this site for housing and a graduated care facility is acceptable, the massive size of the project,
particularly within a single-family residential neighbourhood, is not acceptable.

 We need more publicly funded long-term care beds, not expensive, private-care facilities. Yet this proposal provides
NO increase in public care beds. I could possibly support a much smaller building if all beds were designated publicly
funded long-term care.

 The benefits to the community do not outweigh the drawbacks. The majority of the proposed development is rental
apartments and private, for-profit units. There must be a significant increase in publicly funded long-term care to
offer true community benefit.

 I am concerned about the traffic impact the proposed development will have. Additional residents, visitors and
support workers such as medical staff (doctors, nurses, physiotherapists, etc.) and maintenance workers (cleaning
and commercial laundry services, deliveries, etc.), plus users of the contemplated child day care facility and Seniors
Wellness centre will put undue pressure on already congested roads.

Please reject this proposal as currently presented to West Vancouver residents. 

Thank you 

s. 22(1)
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 While the use of this site for housing and a graduated care facility is acceptable, the massive size of the project,
particularly within a single-family residential neighbourhood, is not acceptable.

 We need more publicly funded long-term care beds, not expensive, private-care facilities. Yet this proposal provides
NO increase in public care beds. I could possibly support a much smaller building if all beds were designated publicly
funded long-term care.

 I am concerned about the traffic impact the proposed development will have. Additional residents, visitors and
support workers such as medical staff (doctors, nurses, physiotherapists, etc.) and maintenance workers (cleaning
and commercial laundry services, deliveries, etc.), plus users of the contemplated child day care facility and Seniors
Wellness centre will put undue pressure on already congested roads.

Please reject this proposal as currently presented to West Vancouver residents. 

another change in 'plans'  
I presume for substantial "community benefits" (west vancouver zoning for sale) 

Thank you 

s. 22(1)
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Please reject this proposal as currently presented to West Vancouver residents. 

I used to live on  and visited a family member at 
She was well cared for. 
That said, this new project is far too large and with all the other new projects going up around Taylor Way, the traffic congestion can 
only get worse, as there has been nothing done to ease this congestion. Once COVID 19 is over, and people travel more, the traffic 
will be at a standstill.  
Please look after our city and vote against this development. 

Thank you 

s. 22(1)

s. 22(1) s. 22(1)
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 There are currently 230 publicly funded long-term care beds at this location.  This proposal provides NO increase in
public care beds.  We need more publicly funded long-term care beds, not expensive, private-care facilities.  The
benefits to the community do not outweigh the drawbacks.  If a significant increase in density is requested there
needs to be a significant increase in publicly funded long-term care capacity.

 I am concerned about the impact this project will have on infrastructure (roads, sewer systems, drinking water,
community facilities and parks).

 While the use of this site for housing and a graduated care facility is acceptable, the massive size of the project,
particularly within a single-family residential neighbourhood, is not acceptable.

 We need more publicly funded long-term care beds, not expensive, private-care facilities. Yet this proposal provides
NO increase in public care beds. I could possibly support a much smaller building if all beds were designated publicly
funded long-term care.

 The benefits to the community do not outweigh the drawbacks. The majority of the proposed development is rental
apartments and private, for-profit units. There must be a significant increase in publicly funded long-term care to
offer true community benefit.

 I am concerned about the traffic impact the proposed development will have. Additional residents, visitors and
support workers such as medical staff (doctors, nurses, physiotherapists, etc.) and maintenance workers (cleaning
and commercial laundry services, deliveries, etc.), plus users of the contemplated child day care facility and Seniors
Wellness centre will put undue pressure on already congested roads.

Please reject this proposal as currently presented to West Vancouver residents. 

Thank you 

s. 22(1)
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Thank you 

s. 22(1)
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 I am concerned about the impact this project will have on infrastructure (roads, sewer systems, drinking water,
community facilities and parks).

 While the use of this site for housing and a graduated care facility is acceptable, the massive size of the project,
particularly within a single-family residential neighbourhood, is not acceptable.

 We need more publicly funded long-term care beds, not expensive, private-care facilities. Yet this proposal provides
NO increase in public care beds. I could possibly support a much smaller building if all beds were designated publicly
funded long-term care.

 The benefits to the community do not outweigh the drawbacks. The majority of the proposed development is rental
apartments and private, for-profit units. There must be a significant increase in publicly funded long-term care to
offer true community benefit.

 I am concerned about the traffic impact the proposed development will have. Additional residents, visitors and
support workers such as medical staff (doctors, nurses, physiotherapists, etc.) and maintenance workers (cleaning
and commercial laundry services, deliveries, etc.), plus users of the contemplated child day care facility and Seniors
Wellness centre will put undue pressure on already congested roads.

Please reject this proposal as currently presented to West Vancouver residents. 

Citizens should vote on this not council, they are supposed working for us 

Thank you 

s. 22(1)
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    .

Thanks, 

West Vancouver 

s. 22(1)

s. 22(1)
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be more active for positive mental health and wellbeing. This interim decision of the DWV does 
not reflect the advice of the Provincial Health Officer. 

Please send the attached petition to the appropriate people and let me know to whom it was 
sent, so that further signatures can be forwarded to these people.  

Thank you, 

s. 22(1)
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Theodore Azuma

From: Weiler, Patrick - M.P. <Patrick.Weiler@parl.gc.ca>
Sent: Friday, May 14, 2021 4:16 PM
To: Weiler, Patrick - M.P.
Subject: Letter from MP Patrick Weiler - Canada Healthy Communities Initiative - Round 2 

Application Intake
Attachments: Letter from MP Patrick Weiler - Canada Healthy Communities Initiative Round 2 

Applications.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the organization from email address Patrick.Weiler@parl.gc.ca. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you validate the sender and know the content is safe. If you believe this e-mail is suspicious, please report 
it to IT by marking it as SPAM. 

Good afternoon, 

Please find attached a letter from MP Weiler regarding the launch of the second-round intake of the Canada 
Healthy Communities Initiative (CHCI).  

Sincerely, 

The linked 
image cannot 
be d isplayed.  
The file may  
have been 
mov ed, 
renamed, or  
deleted. 
Verify that  
the link 
points to the  
correct file  
and location.

 

Kevin Hemmat 
Office of Patrick Weiler 
Director of Communications 
West Vancouver-Sunshine Coast-Sea to Sky Country 
Office: 604-913-2660 
Cell: 604-353-2550 
Kevin.Hemmat.842@parl.gc.ca 

 Before printing this e-mail, think about the Environment 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS 

CHAMBRE DES COMMUNES 

CANADA 

Patrick Weiler 
Member of Parliament  

West Vancouver-Sunshine Coast-Sea to Sky Country  

May 14, 2021 

Dear Friends & Neighbours, 

Today, the Minister of Infrastructure and Communities, the Honourable Catherine McKenna, and 
Parliamentary Secretary Andy Fillmore announced the launch of the second-round intake of the Canada 
Healthy Communities Initiative (CHCI).  

The CHCI was launched earlier this year to help local governments and community partners as they 
adapt to local economic, health and social challenges during and after the pandemic. The program 
provides up to $31 million in federal funding to support community-led solutions that respond to 
immediate and ongoing needs arising from COVID-19 over the next two years. The Initiative funds 
smaller-scale local projects under three main themes: (1) creating safe and vibrant public spaces, (2) 
improving mobility options, and (3) digital solutions. The goal is to fund projects that quickly help 
communities adapt to the new reality of COVID-19. 

Potential projects could include: expanding outdoor seating on our main streets, remodeling a 
playground to allow for proper physical distancing, building multi-modal paths that would allow bikes, 
scooters, and personal mobility devices to share space with pedestrians and cars, or creating digital apps 
to allow residents to access municipal services remotely. The possibilities are as varied as the spirit, 
imagination and unique needs of Canada’s communities in this extraordinary time. 

Proponents who were unsuccessful in the first round are able to apply again. The application deadline 
for the second round is June 25, 2021, at 5:00 PM PST. 

For more information and to apply for the CHCI, please visit the Community Foundations of Canada 
website. Our office stands ready to support your application, so please do not hesitate to reach out with 
any questions or concerns.  

Sincerely, 

Patrick Weiler, MP 
West Vancouver-Sunshine Coast-Sea to Sky Country 

https://www.infrastructure.gc.ca/chci-iccs/index-eng.html
https://www.infrastructure.gc.ca/chci-iccs/index-eng.html
https://communityfoundations.ca/initiatives/chci/
https://communityfoundations.ca/initiatives/chci/
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From: Andrew Banks
Sent: Wednesday, May 12, 2021 12:58 PM
To:
Cc: MayorandCouncil; Sue Ketler; Liezl de Jesus; Jennifer Notte; Natalie Roizman
Subject: Response to Council Correspondence - 

Dear 

Thank you for your correspondence regarding the new interim hours of play for pickleball at the 29th Street 
sports courts. Your letter has been referred to me for a response. 

Staff have developed an interim plan for the 29th Street pickleball courts that seeks to address residents’ 
concerns regarding the noise while still providing access to the courts for pickleball. The interim plan consists 
of having hours of play from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. seven days a week, in effect as of April 26, 2021. The District 
currently utilizes the services of a security company to assist with the closing and opening of District facilities. 
The closing of 29th Street pickleball courts was added to the security company’s list of tasks. 

Council does not discuss operational details such as hours of play at municipal facilities. Mayor and Council 
set high-level policies for the District that serve as guidelines to staff; who are responsible for operational 
details. As such, staff informed Council of the new hours of play at the 29th Street courts and advised that staff 
are seeking a more appropriate location for the pickleball courts. 

As stated previously, this is an interim plan while staff actively pursue alternative locations to move the 
dedicated pickleball courts from 29th Street. Staff are seeking to have alternative site(s) for dedicated 
pickleball courts identified and available for play in later 2021 if possible. 

Please let me know if you have any further questions. 

Regards, 

Andrew 

Andrew Banks 
Senior Manager of Parks  |  District of West Vancouver 
t: 604-925-7139  |  c: 604-617-9483  |  westvancouver.ca 

We acknowledge that we are on the traditional, ancestral and unceded territory of the Squamish Nation, Tsleil-Waututh Nation and Musqueam Nation. We recognize and 
respect them as nations in this territory, as well as heir historic connection to the lands and waters around us since time immemorial. 

This email and any files transmitted with it are considered confidential and are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are intended. If you are not 
the intended recipient or the person responsible for delivering the email to the intended recipient, be advised that you have received this email in error and that any use, 
dissemination, forwarding, printing or copying of this email is strictly prohibited. If you have received his email in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete all 
copies of this email and attachment(s). Thank you. 

s. 22(1)

s. 22(1)

s. 22(1)
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From:
Sent: Friday, May 7, 2021 8:35 AM
To: MayorandCouncil
Subject: Marine Drive and 29th Pickle Ball Courts Nightly Early Closing.

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the organization from email address Do 
not click links or open attachments unless you validate the sender and know the content is safe. If you believe 
this e-mail is suspicious, please report it to IT by marking it as SPAM. 

Dear Mayor and Council, 

I oppose the 6pm nightly closing of the pickle ball courts on Marine Drive and 29th Street. The idea of a hired 
security guard closing down access to a public facility at 6 pm every evening when there is still an evening of 
activity time left does not sit well with me and other residents of West Vancouver. Was the public consulted on 
this closing? 
Under whose authority is a public facility closed down during a time when the whole world is told it’s safer to 
spend more time outdoors? 
Who is funding this private security guard? If it is local residents, do they have the authority to make decisions 
on public facility hours of use? Many residents  work full time and are unable to access these recreation 
facilities until after working hours so this 6 pm closure prevents recreational activity on these courts every 
evening. I can appreciate that there is a new sound associated with pickle ball that is different and louder than 
what people have always been used to with tennis. This is simply change. This early closure feels like a over-
reaction in response to something that is new and different. 
Changes to public facilities that are paid for by our tax dollars should not be arbitrarily changed without any 
communication or consultation. 

Disappointed resident and voter in West Vancouver. 

s. 22(1)

s. 22(1)

s. 22(1)
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From: Lesley T. Taylor on behalf of Isabel V. Gordon
Sent: Thursday, May 13, 2021 1:45 PM
To:
Cc: Robert Bartlett; MayorandCouncil; Donna Powers; Isabel V. Gordon
Subject: RE: My support for the full levy for the ADBIA for 2021 - please reply 

Your e-mail to Mayor and Council regarding the ADBIA levy has been sent to me for reply. 

As you may be aware, on Monday, May 10, 2021, Council voted to grant the full amount requested by the ADBIA for 
2021, which was $500,000. The staff report which was discussed at that Council meeting was in no way meant to ‘defund’ 
the ADBIA, and was not intended to be critical in any way of the work of the BIA. 

The report was intended to clarify that the amount provided to the BIA is indeed a grant, which must be approved by 
Council, and therefore, staff have a fiscal responsibility to provide as much information as possible on the financial status 
of the BIA, and to provide Council with options on which they can base their decisions.  

The support for the BIA which your letter, and other letters and emails from members of the Ambleside and 
Dundarave business community was also an important factor in Council’s decision, and your input is much appreciated. 

I would like to address, specifically, the question of the District’s business tax rate increase for 2021. 

The tax rate increase for both Residential and Business properties was 1.48% operational, plus 2.50% for the Asset Levy, 
for a total increase 3.98%. This percentage is applied to the amount of taxes to be collected.  

I believe the 9% comparison comes from comparing the ‘mill rate’ from 2020 to the ‘mill rate’ in 2021. It is a common 
assumption that the mill rate and the tax rate are the same, but, in fact, they are not. 

The amount of taxes to be collected from a certain class, in this case, the business class, must equal the mill rate times 
assessed value (taxes = mill rate x assessed value).  As the assessed value in the business class fluctuates from year to 
year, the mill rate will also fluctuate, even if Council does not authorize a tax rate increase. Comparing mill rates, the 2021 
rate at 3.33819 is about 9% higher than the 2020 rate at 3.06888. 

What this means is that the total assessed values in the business class have gone down from 2020 to 2021, so the mill 
rate must be adjusted upwards to recover the same amount in taxes, and then adjusted upward slightly more, to recover 
the 3.98% tax rate increase mandated by Council.  

I have included a schedule below showing how the mill rate was calculated for 2021. 

I hope this information is helpful; please let me know if I can provide any further explanations. 

Thanks, 

s. 22(1)

s. 22(1)Dear Mr. Giesbrecht,
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Isabel 

Isabel Gordon, MBA, CPA  (she, her  hers) 
Director | Financial Services | District of West Vancouver 
604-921-2902 | westvancouver.ca

We acknowledge that we are on the traditional, ancestral and unceded territory of the Squamish Nation, Tsleil-Waututh Nation and Musqueam Nation. 
We recognize and respect them as nations in this territory, as well as their historic connection to the lands and waters around us since time immemorial. 

This email and any files transmitted with it are considered confidential and are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are 
intended. If you are not the intended recipient or the person responsible for delivering the email to the intended recipient, be advised that you have 
received this email in error and that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing or copying of this email is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
email in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete all copies of this email and attachment(s). Thank you. 
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Best regards, 

Paul Giesbrecht 
President, Leslie Jane, Inc. 
1480 Marine Drive West Vancouver BC V7T 1B7 

and 

residence 
West Vancouver BC s. 22(1)s. 22(1)
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From: Andrew Banks
Sent: Friday, May 14, 2021 2:35 PM
To:
Cc: MayorandCouncil; Sue Ketler; Natalie Roizman; Dan Henegar; Jennifer Notte; Liezl de 

Jesus
Subject: Response to Council Correspondence - 

Dear 

Thank you for your email to Mayor and Council dated May 2, 2021. It has been referred to me for response. 

Thank you for your remarks about the District’s recycling program in the business streetscapes. We are pleased to 
inform you that the District will be implementing a recycling program for refundable containers in Millennium Park this 
summer as part of this area being a pilot project for consumption of alcohol in this park. Through this pilot program at 
Millennium Park, staff will be able to determine the cost and requirements to expand recycling programs into the 
Districts’ destination parks. 

As you note, park use has increased during COVID-19, especially since restaurants are closed but take-out is an option 
for park visitors. The District is encouraging park visitors to take their recycling home and set it out for curbside 
collection, as a compliment to the District’s waste collection and emerging recycling programs in our parks.  

Thank you for your comments in regards the gardens at Dundarave, Ambleside and at 19th Street, we will pass your 
appreciation onto our staff taking care of these area. In reference to the small park located to the west of Navvy Jack 
House, this park was designed many years ago and was intended to provide more naturalized, less manicured style of 
landscaping. As planning is undertaken for Navvy Jack House and the West Vancouver’s Streamkeeper’s Lawson Creek 
enhancement project, the landscaping in this area will reviewed at this time. 

Please feel to contact me directly if I can be of further assistance. 

Regards, 

Andrew 

Andrew Banks
Senior Manager of Parks  |  District of West Vancouver
t: 604-925-7139  |  c: 604-617-9483  |  westvancouver.ca

We acknowledge that we are on the traditional, ancestral and unceded territory of the Squamish Nation, Tsleil-Waututh Nation and Musqueam Nation. We recognize and 
respect them as nations in this territory, as well as heir historic connection to the lands and waters around us since time immemorial.

This email and any files transmitted with it are considered confidential and are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are intended. If you are not 
the intended recipient or the person responsible for delivering the email to the intended recipient, be advised that you have received this email in error and that any use, 
dissemination, forwarding, printing or copying of this email is strictly prohibited. If you have received his email in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete all 
copies of this email and attachment(s). Thank you.

s. 22(1)

s. 22(1)

s. 22(1)
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From: Lesley T. Taylor on behalf of Isabel V. Gordon
Sent: Tuesday, May 18, 2021 11:15 AM
To: 'info@jonescustomframing.com'
Cc: MayorandCouncil; Isabel V. Gordon; Robert Bartlett; Donna Powers
Subject: Re: ADBIA 

Dear Mr. Jones, 

Your e-mail to Mayor and Council regarding the ADBIA levy has been sent to me for reply. 

As you may be aware, on Monday, May 10, 2021, Council voted to grant the full amount requested by the ADBIA for 
2021, which was $500,000. The staff report which was discussed at that Council meeting was in no way meant to ‘defund’ 
the ADBIA, and was not intended to be critical in any way of the work of the BIA. 

The report was intended to clarify that the amount provided to the BIA is indeed a grant, which must be approved by 
Council, and therefore, staff have a fiscal responsibility to provide as much information as possible on the financial status 
of the BIA, and to provide Council with options on which they can base their decisions.  

The support for the BIA which your letter, and other letters and emails from members of the Ambleside and 
Dundarave business community was also an important factor in Council’s decision, and your input is much appreciated. 

I would like to address, specifically, the question of the District’s business tax rate increase for 2021. 

The tax rate increase for both Residential and Business properties was 1.48% operational, plus 2.50% for the Asset Levy, 
for a total increase 3.98%. This percentage is applied to the amount of taxes to be collected.  

I believe the 9% comparison comes from comparing the ‘mill rate’ from 2020 to the ‘mill rate’ in 2021. It is a common 
assumption that the mill rate and the tax rate are the same, but, in fact, they are not. 

The amount of taxes to be collected from a certain class, in this case, the business class, must equal the mill rate times 
assessed value (taxes = mill rate x assessed value).  As the assessed value in the business class fluctuates from year to 
year, the mill rate will also fluctuate, even if Council does not authorize a tax rate increase. Comparing mill rates, the 2021 
rate at 3.33819 is about 9% higher than the 2020 rate at 3.06888. 

What this means is that the total assessed values in the business class have gone down from 2020 to 2021, so the mill 
rate must be adjusted upwards to recover the same amount in taxes, and then adjusted upward slightly more, to recover 
the 3.98% tax rate increase mandated by Council.  

I have included a schedule below showing how the mill rate was calculated for 2021. 

I hope this information is helpful; please let me know if I can provide any further explanations. 

Thanks, 
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Isabel Gordon 

Isabel Gordon, MBA, CPA  (she, her  hers) 
Director | Financial Services | District of West Vancouver 
604-921-2902 | westvancouver.ca

We acknowledge that we are on the traditional, ancestral and unceded territory of the Squamish Nation, Tsleil-Waututh Nation and Musqueam Nation. 
We recognize and respect them as nations in this territory, as well as their historic connection to the lands and waters around us since time immemorial. 

This email and any files transmitted with it are considered confidential and are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are 
intended. If you are not the intended recipient or the person responsible for delivering the email to the intended recipient, be advised that you have 
received this email in error and that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing or copying of this email is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
email in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete all copies of this email and attachment(s). Thank you. 
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From: Christie Rosta
Sent: Tuesday, May 18, 2021 5:17 PM
To:
Cc: MayorandCouncil
Subject: Arts Centre planned public consultation in May

Graham McIaac 
Vice President, Ambleside Dundarave Ratepayers Association 

, West Vancouver 

Heather Mersey 
President, Ambleside Dundarave Ratepayers Association 

, West Vancouver 

Dear Mr. McIsaac and Ms. Mersey, 

Thank you for your email to Mayor and Council dated May 3, 2021 seeking information about arts facility 
planning. Your letter has been referred to me for a response. 

The District embarked on an extensive community engagement process in 2017, seeking input to develop an 
updated West Vancouver Arts & Culture Strategy. We asked the entire community, as well as the art, culture 
and heritage sector, to respond to questions about arts and culture in West Vancouver. These questions 
included questions about arts facilities. The feedback from that community engagement process established 
the four key goals that form the basis of the Arts & Culture Strategy (2018-2023). These goals are People, 
Programs, Places and Processes.   

Goal 3:  
Places - Prepare a comprehensive plan for arts and culture facilities. 

This goal, to prepare a comprehensive plan for arts and culture facilities, was the foundation for the creation of 
the Arts Facilities Advisory Committee (AFAC), established by Council in 2018. The committee’s mandate was 
to prepare a facilities plan that considered the demand for arts and culture programming and services, growth 
and evolution of artistic practices and audiences, types of spaces and opportunities for co-location, among 
other things, as outlined in Goal 3 of the Arts & Culture Strategy.  

From 2018 to 2019, the committee, comprised of West Vancouver citizens, with support from Cornerstone 
Planning Group, developed an Arts Facility Plan. The plan is a needs assessment that was determined through 
a technical data-driven analysis that reviewed all existing services and facilities. The plan was presented to 
Council on June 24, 2019 and unanimously endorsed. 

The Arts & Culture Facilities Plan takes into consideration the condition of current facilities and the facility 
needs required to support the community for the next 20 years.  

Outcomes from the Arts & Culture Facilities Plan: 
 The facility assessments determined that current facilities are in poor condition, past their useful life and 

not suitable for public gatherings and programming.

 The needs assessment determined the size (21,000-25,000 sq. ft.) and spaces required to support the
existing programs in the three unsuitable facilities: West Vancouver Art Museum, Silk Purse, and Music
Box. If a new purpose-built Arts & Culture Centre is built, all programming in these facilities would be
moved to that location.

s.22(1)
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In summary, support for a consolidated new arts facility is based on meeting the community needs as 
determined through the Arts & Culture Facilities Plan, which was an outcome of broad community consultation 
for an Arts & Culture Strategy, in 2017 and 2018. 

This project will move forward in phases. The current phase of work is to determine a location for an arts 
facility that can accommodate a (21,000-25,000 sq. ft.) and is based on the Arts Facilities Site Identification 
Analysis conducted by the Arts Facilities Advisory Committee with Cornerstone Planning Group.  

All meetings for the review and development of the Arts Facilities Site Identification Analysis were held in 
public, and many members of the public attend the AFAC meetings. In fact, one of the options presented for 
public consultation (Ambleside Park – south parking lot) was initiated by a member of the public who made the 
proposal to the Arts Facilities Advisory Committee. 

Consistent with planning that has taken place to date, Council approval is required to advance to the next 
phase and each specific phase of planning will provide an opportunity for the public to participate in a public 
consultation process and at public AFAC meetings. 

Sincerely, 

Christie Rosta 

Christie Rosta 
Cultural Services Manager │ District of West Vancouver 
t: 604.913.2777 │c. 604.374.1779 │ westvancouver.ca  

We acknowledge that we are on the traditional, ancestral and unceded territory of the Squamish Nation, Tsleil-Waututh Nation and Musqueam Nation. We recognize and 
respect them as nations in this territory, as well as heir historic connection to the lands and waters around us since time immemorial. 
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If these questions were not asked previously in prior public consultations we would urge you to do so now before further money is 
spent on this project. We refer you below to an earlier survey conducted of ADRA members that showed the vast majority did not 
support such an Arts & Culture Centre whether paid for by tax payers or private donations. 

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Board of ADRA, 

Heather Mersey,     Graham McIsaac, 
President, ADRA,   Vice President, ADRA 

West Vancouver     West Vancouver   

Please do not redact our names 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: ADRA Ambleside Dundarave Residents Association <adrawestvan@gmail.com> 
Date: Mon, Nov 23, 2020 at 5:13 PM 
Subject: Arts Centre Survey/DWV Strategic Plan 2020/2021 
To: MayorandCouncil <mayorandcouncil@westvancouver.ca> 

Dear Mayor and Council, 

Attached is a copy of the recently compiled results of the ADRA Art Centre Survey sent to  ADRA members in 
October 2020.  

ADRA directors proceeded with the survey to provide citizen input  as an important part of  the processes in 
determining the financial viability of such a project.  

A summary of the results showed a general reluctance to the notion that the District (DWV) 
should undertake major projects with significant financial implications in 2021. 
Likewise, a strong message was sent from a similar majority (0ver 85%) that an Arts 
Centre should not comprise a major project in the coming year. 

To an even stronger degree, residents felt that, if the District, in spite of public opinion, 
proceeded with the Centre, that funding should be met by private donation rather than 
an increase to the tax burden of residents. 

With the realization in mind that the District might well proceed with the Centre, the 
preferred (or least objectionable) location for it should be north of Marine Drive – 
outside of the Ambleside Park area. 

ADRA members also raised the queries: 
- What effect will a new Arts Centre have on taxes?
- What will the effect be on the backlog of deferred maintenance items?

The Strategic Plan 2020/2021 lists three new major projects including with the Arts 
Centre, listed as the top priority.  Will the Strategic Plan 2020/2021 be revisited and 
revised before year end, in view of the economic and health crisis due to the COVID 19 
pandemic?  

We look forward to your reply, which will be shared with ADRA members. 

Yours truly, 

Heather Mersey, President 
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Ambleside & Dundarave Residents Association 
c/o  West Vancouver, BC  

Please do not redact name. 

--  
Visit our website: ADRAwestvan.ca 
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