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S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  A N D  W E S T  V A N C O U V E R   
 
Variously described as cornerstones, pillars or a three-
legged stool, the components of sustainability (long-
term economic, environmental and social health) are 
integral to this Plan.  West Vancouver itself is neither a 
self-contained nor a self-supporting community, but has 
varied and numerous opportunities to promote 
sustainable practices and development and to 
demonstrate leadership within the region. This 
Community Plan provides a framework of principles 
and a comprehensive set of policies that together will 
help preserve and enhance our quality of life 
and ensure a beautiful, healthy 
and prosperous 

community for the generations that follow.  
 
West Vancouver must also consider its role in the 
regional health and governance.  It is part of the 
Greater Vancouver Regional District (GVRD) which 
encourages municipal members to take a sustainable 
approach to planning and to acknowledge the 
inextricable connections between healthy ecosystems 
and healthy communities. This Plan contains a Regional 
Context Statement demonstrating consistency 

between the Community Plan and the adopted 
Regional Growth Strategy.    

 

WHAT IS A SUSTAINABLE 
COMMUNITY? 

 
Most sustainable community 
definitions focus on long-term 
integrated systems 
approaches, healthy 
communities, and quality-of-
life issues by addressing 
economic, environmental, 
and social issues. The 
concept recognizes that 
economic, environmental, 
and social issues are 
interdependent and 
integrated. To stress the 
importance of addressing 
and balancing these issues, 
many have used the analogy 
of a three-legged stool. The 
legs of the stool represent 
economic, social, and 
environmental components 
and the seat is sustainability. 
If any of the three are not 
healthy, then the stool falls 
over and sustainability 
cannot be achieved. 
 
Excerpt from “Linking Sustainable 
Community Activities to Pollution 
Prevention: A Sourcebook.” 
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P L A N N I N G  P R I N C I P L E S   
 
“Here in West Vancouver we enjoy a quality of life that 
is the envy of people from around the world, but what 
about tomorrow?  How can we ensure that we 
maintain this enviable position?  We need to reflect on 
those things that contribute to our quality of life so that 
we can preserve and enhance them for the future.” 
(Mayor Ron Wood -  Tidings - September 2001 
 
Throughout the community plan review process, 
residents talked about the things they value most about 
West Vancouver.  The maintenance and protection of 
these assets can be promoted through the application 
of good planning principles.  Planning principles also 
provide a guide by which to assess proposals for 
change and make decisions about the future of West 
Vancouver.  If they are based upon sound assumptions 
and consistently applied, West Vancouver will continue 
to prosper as a socially responsible, economically 
viable and environmentally conscious community. 
 
The following Planning Principles form the framework for 
planning decisions in West Vancouver.  
 
Principle 1 
Promote a healthy community by maintaining the 
quality of the environment, providing varied community 
services and housing, and encouraging a strong and 
diverse economy.  
 
Principle 2 
Create and enhance neighbourhoods enhancing 
access to services and facilities that address the needs 
of residents and maintain and improve their quality of 
life. 

 
Principle 3 
Provide for a diversity of housing types to 
accommodate a balanced and diverse population in 
terms of age, ability and income and household type. 
 
Principle 4 
Engage our citizens in civic decision making and 
provide tools to assess the future costs and 
consequences of community and development 
initiatives.  
 
Principle 5 
Support a vibrant and diverse local economy in 
commercial areas by adapting to changing 
commercial markets, investment opportunities and 
business and customer needs. 
 
Principle 6 
Reduce auto dependency by developing a 
comprehensive transit, transportation and land use 
plan that incorporates convenient and workable 
alternatives to the single-occupant car. 
 
Principle 7 
Promote environmental stewardship by protecting our 
natural resources and preserving ecosystems through 
the development of an environmental strategy. 
 
Principle 8 
Take an active role in planning for the future of the 
region and a coordinated approach to issues and 
opportunities for Howe Sound, Burrard Inlet, the North 
Shore and the Greater Vancouver area. 

”Greater Vancouver can 
become the first urban 
region in the world to 
combine in one place the 
things to which humanity 
aspires on a global basis: a 
place where human 
activities enhance rather 
than degrade the natural 
environment, where the 
quality of the built 
environment approaches 
that of the natural setting, 
where the diversity of origins 
and religions is a source of 
social strength rather than 
strife, where people control 
the destiny of their 
community, and where the 
basics of food, clothing, 
shelter, security and useful 
activity are accessible to 
all” 
 
Source – GVRD “Liveable Region 
Strategic Plan” (1996) 
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R E G I O N A L  C O N T E X T  S T A T E M E N T   
 
The District of West Vancouver is required, under 
section 866(8) of the Local Government Act, to include 
a Regional Context Statement in its Official Community 
Plan.  The Regional Context Statement is the document 
which links municipal land use plans and policies to the 
Regional Growth Strategy.  It must identify the 
relationship between the Official Community Plan and 
the approved Regional Growth Strategy and, if 
applicable, it must identify how the Official Community 
Plan will be made consistent with the Regional Growth 
Strategy over time.   
 
“Metro Vancouver 2040 – Shaping our Future” 
(Regional Growth Strategy Bylaw No. 1136, 2010) was 
endorsed by the District of West Vancouver on March 
7, 2011, and was adopted by the Metro Vancouver 
Regional Board as the Regional Growth Strategy for 
Metro Vancouver on July 29, 2011.  With the adoption 
of a new Regional Growth Strategy, all municipalities 
within Metro Vancouver were required to update their 
Regional Context Statements.  
 
Metro Vancouver 2040 sets out five goals to guide its 
actions and those of its local municipalities in achieving 
a vibrant, diverse, prosperous and sustainable region.  
These are to: 

(1) Create a compact urban area 
(2) Support a sustainable economy 
(3) Protect the environment and respond to 

climate change impacts 
(4) Develop complete communities, and 
(5) Support sustainable transportation 

choices 
 
The Regional Context Statement describes how the 
Official Community Plan addresses, where possible, the 
five major goals and the strategies of the Regional 
Growth Strategy.  It sets out the actions that will be 

taken by the District of West Vancouver to fulfill its 
required municipal roles, and to address the population 
and employment projections set by Metro Vancouver. 
 
Due to its history as a community of residential 
neighbourhoods, and due to its natural setting and 
topography, the District of West Vancouver does not 
contain agricultural lands and does not have an 
industrial land base.  It cannot, therefore, address all of 
the strategies set out in the Regional Growth Strategy.  
However the goals set out in the District’s Official 
Community Plan, where they do apply, are consistent 
with the vision and policies of the Regional Growth 
Strategy. 
 
To assist in long range planning, the Regional Growth 
Strategy has provided projections for population and 
employment for all municipalities within Metro 
Vancouver.  These projections provide for a population 
of 60,000, a total of 24,500 dwelling units, and an 
employment level of 29,000 jobs within West Vancouver 
by the year 2041.  The Regional Context Statement 
describes how the District will work towards aligning 
with these projections, where possible, over time. 
 
The Regional Growth Strategy sets out broad land use 
designations for all of Metro Vancouver.  The “Regional 
Land Use Designations” map illustrates how the 
Regional designations apply to the District of West 
Vancouver.  It also illustrates the Urban Containment 
Boundary, the boundary of the Ambleside Municipal 
Town Centre, and the boundary of the Squamish 
Nation Capilano Indian Reserve No. 5, which is located 
within West Vancouver’s municipal boundaries. 
 
The District of West Vancouver may amend this Official 
Community Plan to adjust the boundaries of the 
Ambleside Municipal Town Centre, provided such 
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adjustments satisfy the requirements set out in section 
6.2.8 of the Regional Growth Strategy and meet the 
guidelines set out in Table 3 (Guidelines for Urban 
Centres and Frequent Transit Development Areas). 
 
The Regional Growth Strategy’s Map 12 shows a 
number of “Special Study Areas” where Municipalities 
are undertaking work that could result in changes to 
Regional designations or in a change to the location of 
the Urban Containment Boundary.  West Vancouver’s 
Upper Lands are identified as one of the “Special Study 
Areas”.  The District has appointed an Upper Lands 
Working Group with the mandate to undertake 
consultation and develop recommendations for the 
Upper Lands.  The area identified on the “Regional 
Land Use Designations” map as a “Special Study Area” 

will continue to have this land use designation until 
Council has considered the recommendations of the 
Upper Lands Working Group, and has completed any 
further amendments to the Official Community Plan 
and Regional Growth Strategy that may be required to 
implement Council’s direction. 
 
The “Statement of Compliance between the Policies of 
the OCP and the Regional Growth Strategy” identifies 
how the policies of the Official Community Plan comply 
with the Regional Growth Strategy, and where 
applicable, describes how the Plan will be brought into 
“conformity” over time. 
  
 

 
 
STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE BETWEEN THE POLICIES OF THE OCP AND REGIONAL GROWTH STRATEGY

Goal 1:  Create a Compact Urban Area 
 
The District of West Vancouver is a community of residential neighbourhoods defined by historic patterns of 
development and natural landscape features.  The coastline and rugged mountain terrain create natural limits to 
development.  New development will consist of infill or redevelopment within existing neighbourhood areas, with the 
exception of the Upper Lands. There, lands below the 1200 foot elevation may be developed as comprehensively 
planned future neighbourhoods over time, subject to detailed Area Development Plans. 
 
RGS Strategies  Official Community Plan 
1.1.3 a  

Depict the Urban 
Containment Boundary on a 
map. 

 

 

 

The Urban Containment Boundary is shown on the “Regional Land Use Designations 
Map”. 
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RGS Strategies  Official Community Plan 
1.1.3 b  

Provide population, dwelling 
unit and employment 
projections.  

Demonstrate how growth 
will be accommodated 
within the Urban 
Containment Boundary. 

Metro Vancouver’s projections1 for the District are: 

 2006 2021 2031 2041 

Population 45,400 51,000 56,000 60,000 

Dwellings 18,200 20,600 23,100 24,500 

Employment 21,000 24,000 27,000 29,000 
 

The “Community Context” section of the Official Community Plan identifies an 
expected low growth rate of 0.4% annually and a projected population of 50,000 by 
2031, which takes into account the existing population of the Squamish First Nation 
Capilano Indian Reservation No. 5 Lands, and is based on the census data. Note: This 
does not take into account the phased development of the Upper Lands, which could 
add approximately 4,000 dwelling units and an approximate population of 12,000, or 
future development of Squamish First Nation Capilano Indian Reservation No. 5 Lands.  

The projections currently within the OCP are lower than the Regional Growth Strategy 
(RGS) projections, but the general trend is consistent with Metro Vancouver’s 2040 
projections. The District will work toward refined population projections for 2021, 2031 
and 2041, upon completion of the Upper Lands Study and via the next Official 
Community Plan Review. 

Policy Section 1 “Local Economy” confirms the vision of the District as a community 
without industrial activities.  Employment is primarily in retail, service and recreational 
activities, with home-based businesses accounting for approximately 17% of the 
employment in the District.  

All land outside of the Urban Containment Boundary is designated for Conservation 
and Recreation uses.   All Residential Neighbourhoods, as identified on the Community 
Context map in the “Community Context” section of the OCP are located within the 
Urban Containment Boundary.  

While significant increases in employment within the municipality are not expected, 
there are a number of policies that speak to increased employment within the context 
of the District’s Vision. A more complete assessment of current employment and more 
detailed employment projections will be undertaken in the next Official Community 
Plan Review.  The District will work toward finding opportunities to meet the Regional 
employment projections. 

                                                      
1 Metro Vancouver 2040: Shaping Our Future, Appendix A, Table A.1 
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RGS Strategies  Official Community Plan 
1.2.6 a  

Provide dwelling unit and 
employment projections for 
Urban Centres and Frequent 
Transit Development Areas 
(FTDAs).  

The Ambleside Municipal Town Centre includes approximately 2,765 dwelling units and 
a population of approximately 4,700.  These are likely to increase with anticipated infill 
development in the future.  Dwelling unit and employment projections for the 
Ambleside Municipal Town Centre will be prepared in conjunction with the next Official 
Community Plan Review. 

The District has not designated any Frequent Transit Development Areas (FTDAs). 

1.2.6 b  

Include policies for Urban 
Centres which: 

 

(i) Identify Urban Centre 
locations and boundaries; 

Ambleside is identified as a Municipal Town Centre as shown on the “Regional Land 
Use Designations” map.  

 
(ii) Focus growth and 
development in Urban 
Centres generally consistent 
with Table 3 - Guidelines for 
Urban Centres; 

Policy Section 1 “Local Economy” identifies Ambleside as the historic community 
centre and focus of community activities with extensive commercial and retail service 
shopping and service needs, civic uses, and galleries and civic amenities.  OCP 
policies call for the renewal and enhancement of this area and Policy LE 2 reinforces 
the role of Ambleside as West Vancouver’s Municipal Town Centre. Municipal Town 
Centres are to be the primary focus of growth.  The extent of growth in the Ambleside 
Municipal Town Centre will be reviewed in the next Official Community Plan Review.   

The District’s highest residential densities are centred in the Ambleside Town Centre, 
and around the commercial areas of Dundarave, Park Royal and Horseshoe Bay. 

Policy Section 4 “Built Form & Neighbourhood Character” Policy BF C 3 ‘Ambleside 
Village Centre’ promotes the Municipal Town Centre area as a compact, more 
intense, convenient and interesting commercial area, supporting vibrant and 
attractive commercial, civic, and service components, increasing the proportion of 
residential uses to emphasize its role as a “living” centre, and enhancing its role as the 
location for civic and cultural activities. 

(iii) Encourage office 
development in Urban 
Centres through policies 
and/or incentives; 

Policy Section 1 “Local Economy” identifies Ambleside as a focus for the provision of 
local services. 

Policy LE 1 includes policy that promotes redevelopment in Ambleside that would 
contribute to office uses. 

(iv) With the provision of While “Commercial and Mixed Use Guidelines” BF-C3 encourage shared parking 



 

 30

FF RR AA MM EE WW OO RR KK   FF OO RR   AA CC TT II OO NN   
RGS Strategies  Official Community Plan 
transit, reduce residential 
and commercial parking 
where appropriate. 

accessible by customers and residents, there are currently no policies which call for the 
reduction of parking with the provision of transit.  Policies to reduce parking in locations 
along the Frequent Transit Network and in the Municipal Town Centre will be 
considered in the next Official Community Plan Review. 

1.2.6.c  

Include policies for Frequent 
Transit Development Areas 
(FTDAs) to identify and focus 
growth and development in 
these areas. 

Not applicable (FTDAs have not been identified at this time). 

1.2.6 d  

Include policies for General 
Urban areas which: 

 

(i) Identify General Urban 
areas;  

General Urban areas are identified on the “Regional Land Use Designations” map.  

(ii) Ensure development in 
the General Urban areas 
outside of the Urban Centre 
is lower density;  

Policy Section 3 “Housing” (under “Context”) recognizes that West Vancouver’s highest 
density housing is centred in and around the commercial areas of Ambleside, with 
other areas having generally lower densities. Some higher densities are also permitted 
around the local centres of Dundarave, Park Royal and Horseshoe Bay.   

Policy Section 3 “Housing” (under “Meeting West Vancouver’s Housing Needs”) 
encourages mixed commercial and residential developments in the Ambleside, 
Dundarave and Horseshoe Bay Commercial centres with densities between 1.0 and 
1.75 FAR.   

 

Policy Section 3 “Housing” strives to “create, enhance and preserve the quality of 
residential neighbourhoods”  

Policy H3 confirms the process for addressing limited, site-specific situations where a 
housing need may be addressed through specific OCP or zoning amendments 
consistent with Council’s Public Involvement Policy and defined criteria. 

(iii) Identify small scale Local 
Centres where appropriate; 

Horseshoe Bay is identified as ‘Ferry’ on the RGS Map 11 “Local Centres”.  This is 
identified as ‘Horseshoe Bay Marina’ and ‘Marine Commercial Development Permit 
Area’ on the “Commercial Development Permit Area Designations” map in the OCP.  
As well, the “Regional Land Use Designations” map in the OCP identifies Dundarave, 
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RGS Strategies  Official Community Plan 
Caulfield, Park Royal and Horseshoe Bay as Local Centres. The proposed future Cypress 
Village is envisioned as a future Local Centre in the Upper Lands. Per Policy UL 8.1 g., 
this would include commercial, residential, and civic land uses.  

(iv) Exclude non-residential, 
major trip generating uses 
from areas outside Urban 
Centres and FTDAs; 

Policy Section 1 “Local Economy” “Commercial Areas” map identifies all existing and 
future commercial areas.  There are no provisions in the OCP for non-residential, major 
trip-generating uses.  In the next review of the OCP, the District will work toward 
strengthening policies to exclude such uses outside of Urban Centres by defining new 
non-residential trip generating uses within the West Vancouver context.  

(v) Encourage infill 
development by directing 
growth to established areas. 

Policy H 2 identifies the Evelyn Drive Planning area, immediately adjacent to Park 
Royal, as a neighbourhood redevelopment area providing for a variety of housing 
types, built forms and densities. 

Policy H 4 provides for specifically identified areas for duplex, triplex and townhouse 
redevelopment.   

Policy Section 4 “Built Form” BF B 13 identifies the block bounded by Esquimalt Avenue, 
20th Street, Fulton Avenue and 21st Street as an ‘Infill’ area suitable for a combination of 
smaller single family dwellings, coach houses, duplexes, triplexes. 

Policy BF D 2 allows for rezoning in the Clyde Avenue area east of Taylor Way to allow 
for a mix of uses including residential. 

1.2.6 e  

Ensure Regional Industrial, 
Mixed Employment and 
Recreation and 
Conservation designations 
prevail in Urban Centre and 
FTDAs. 

The Ambleside Municipal Town Centre is completely within the General Urban 
designation.   

FTDAs have not been identified at this time. Potential locations for FTDAs will be 
explored in the next Official Community Plan Review. 

1.2.6.f  

For Urban Centres, FTDAs 
and General Urban areas, 
include policies which: 

 

(i) Minimize impacts of 
urban uses on industrial 
activities; 

Not applicable (there are no Industrial designated areas). 

(ii) Encourage safe and Policy Section 4 “Built form & Neighbourhood Character” Policy BF C 3 sets out 
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RGS Strategies  Official Community Plan 
efficient transit, cycling and 
walking; 

Development Permit Area objectives for the Ambleside commercial area for improving 
streets and sidewalks to promote alternative transportation and facilitate pedestrian 
movement.  

Policy Section 12 “Transportation and Mobility” Policies T4 and T5 contain policies to 
improve safety and accessibility through appropriate design of streets, bus stops, trails, 
sidewalks and crosswalks, and to enhance and expand transportation options to 
reduce auto dependency by developing enhanced transit connections and 
comprehensive and accessible walking and cycling networks. 

(iii) Implement transit priority 
measures where 
appropriate; 

Policy Section 12 “Transportation and Mobility” Policy T 2 includes increasing 
transportation related non-vehicular facilities and services throughout the community.  

Policy T 5 includes supporting transportation demand strategies including bus only 
lanes along Marine Drive and Taylor Way, transit priority signals, and queue-jumper 
lanes for transit buses at the Lions Gate Bridge. 

(iv) Support district energy 
systems and renewable 
energy generation. 

Policy Section 13 “Municipal Utilities” Policy U 1 supports environmentally sensitive 
methods for extracting potential energy, including micro power generation from storm 
water and geothermal energy.  It promotes the use of these systems for municipal 
facilities including the Aquatic Centre, Ice Arena and Seniors’ Activity Centre.   

1.3.3 a  

Identify Rural Areas. 

Not applicable (there are no Rural designated areas). 

 
Goal 2: Support a Sustainable Economy 
 
Planning Principle 5 of West Vancouver’s Official Community Plan is to support a vibrant and diverse local economy in 
commercial areas.   
 
RGS Strategies  Official Community Plan 
2.1.4 a  

Include policies that support 
appropriate economic 
development in Urban 
Centres, FTDAs, Industrial 
and Mixed Employment 
areas. 

Policy Section 1 “Local Economy” contains policies to promote redevelopment in 
Ambleside that would contribute to primary office, service, retail and entertainment 
uses, and undertake a review to define the Municipal role in supporting economic 
development. 

Policy LE 2.2 is to assist in the development of a Business Improvement Area Program. 



 

   33

RGS Strategies  Official Community Plan 
2.1.4 b  

Support the development of 
office space in Urban 
Centres through policies 
and incentives. 

Policy Section 1 “Local Economy” Policy LE 3 is to encourage mixed commercial and 
residential redevelopment projects in commercial centres where consistent with 
ongoing commercial activity. 

Policy Section 3 “Housing” Policy H 5 encourages mixed commercial and residential 
developments in the Ambleside Municipal Town Centre. 

2.1.4.c  

Include polices that 
discourage major 
commercial and institutional 
development outside of 
Urban Centres and FTDAs. 

Policy Section 1 “Local Economy” and the “Commercial Areas” map specify that 
commercial areas consist of Ambleside as the Municipal Town Centre, as well as Park 
Royal regional shopping centre, the existing local commercial centres of Dundarave, 
Caulfield and Horseshoe Bay, and dispersed smaller commercial sites.     

Policy Section 1 “Local Economy” Policy LE 1 states, “Provide for neighbourhood and 
convenience shopping appropriate for meeting market needs in new Upper Lands 
neighbourhoods.” 

Two proposed commercial areas are identified above the Upper Levels Highway on the 
“Commercial Areas” map in the OCP.  

2.1.4 d  

Show how Special 
Employment Areas are 
supported through land use 
and transportation policies. 

Not applicable.  The District of West Vancouver does not contain hospitals, or post-
secondary institutions. Dundarave, Horseshoe Bay, Park Royal & Caulfield as are 
identified as ‘Local Centres’ on the “Regional Land Use Designations” Map.  

 

2.2.4 a to 2.3.6.a 

Identify Industrial, Mixed 
Employment and Agriculture 
areas. 

These sections are not applicable as there are no Industrial, Mixed Employment or 
Agricultural designated areas within West Vancouver. 

2.3.6 b  

Include policies to support 
agricultural viability. 

Although there are no areas in West Vancouver within the Agriculture designation, 
urban agriculture and food security initiatives are encouraged in Policy Section 2 
“Social Planning - Health, Wellness and Social Services” Policy SP 10.   

 
Goal 3:  Protect the Environment and Respond to Climate Change Impacts 
 
The OCP describes the natural environment of West Vancouver: the forested mountainside, the Capilano and Eagle 
Lake Watersheds, the scenic and rugged shoreline, salmon spawning creeks, and significant vegetation including 
arbutus groves and old growth trees, as being highly valued by West Vancouver residents and subject to control to 
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protect environmental attributes.  Over 60% of the land base in West Vancouver is designated for major parks and for 
watershed protection.  Planning Principle 7 promotes environmental stewardship by protecting natural resources and 
preserving ecosystems.  Policy Section 6 “Natural Environment” contains objectives, policies and development permit 
area designations and guidelines to protect and enhance natural areas and ensure the safety of people and property 
from natural hazards. 
 
RGS Strategies  Official Community Plan 
3.1.4 a  

Identify 
Conservation and 
Recreation areas. 

All land outside of the ‘Urban Containment Boundary’ is within the ‘Conservation and 
Recreation’ designation as identified on the “Regional Land Use Designations” map. A portion 
of the ‘Conservation and Recreation’ designation is identified as ‘Special Study Area’ pending 
the outcome of the Upper Lands study. 

3.1.4 b (i) to (vi) 

Include policies to 
protect 
Conservation and 
Recreation areas 
generally consistent 
with public service 
infrastructure, 
environmental 
conservation, 
recreation, 
education and 
research, 
commercial, tourism 
and cultural uses 
and limited 
agriculture. 

Policy Section 6 “Natural Environment” Policies NE 1, NE 4 and NE 6 promote environmental 
stewardship, and the protection of creek corridors and other environmentally sensitive lands, 
public ownership and the management of environmentally sensitive areas throughout the 
municipality.  West Vancouver will work toward including additional policies to reflect the 
specific objectives for the ‘Conservation and Recreation’ designation in the next review of the 
OCP. 

Policy Section 8 “Parks and Open Space” and “District and Community Parks” map identify 
Lighthouse Park as a District Park. Much of the area that is within the Regional ‘Conservation 
and Recreation’ designation is protected through its location in Regional and Provincial parks.   

Policy Section 8 “Parks and Open Space” Policy P 13 calls for working cooperatively with the 
Region, and Provincial and Federal Governments to encourage measures to allow Cypress 
Provincial Park to exemplify the commitment to stewardship and conservation, outdoor 
recreation and education, community involvement and the provision of commercial 
recreation opportunities. 

Policy Section 8 Policy P 2 calls for the protection and enhancement of the natural character 
of the mountain and coastal landscape in municipal land-use management and planning. 

3.1.4 c  

Buffer Conservation 
and Recreation 
areas from activities 
in adjacent areas. 

Much of the protected area of West Vancouver is in public ownership.  Policy NE 7 requires that 
developers provide detailed inventories and analysis of a site’s natural assets in their preliminary 
planning, and Development Permit Area Guidelines apply to all areas in the vicinity of 
‘Conservation and Recreation’ areas. 

Policy Section 7 “Upper Lands” states that more than 72% of the Upper Lands, or more than 
4,500 acres above the 1200 foot elevation contour, will be preserved as Limited Use and 
Recreation. 

3.2.4    Policy Section 6 “Natural Environment” includes two maps: (1) “Natural Environment and 
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RGS Strategies  Official Community Plan 
Include policies 
and/or maps to 
illustrate 
management of 
ecologically 
important areas and 
natural features.  

Resources”, which identifies key environmental resources; and (2) “Areas where Development 
Permit Required to Address Environmental Considerations”.   

Policies UL 7 and UL 8 require the incorporation of terrain analysis and sensitivity to the natural 
environment in neighbourhood design for the Upper Lands, and the creation of a 
Comprehensive Management Plan to avoid or mitigate potential environmental impacts.   

Policy UL 8.1 is to protect approximately 55% of the Rodgers Creek area as environmentally 
protected green space. 

3.3.4 a  

Identify land 
development and 
transportation 
strategies to meet 
GHG reduction 
targets.  

Policy Section A “Climate Action” commits to becoming carbon neutral with respect to 
municipal operations by 2012 and to reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by at least 33% 
below 2007 levels by 2020, and by at least 80% by 2050.  It includes the direction to examine 
energy consumption and efficiency of municipally-owned facilities and vehicles, staff 
transportation, and purchasing policies.  This section identifies that 97% of the emissions come 
from community-based sources, and commits to educating and empowering owners to 
improve efficiency in their homes. 

3.3.4 b  

Identify land use and 
infrastructure 
policies, programs to 
reduce energy 
consumption and 
GHG emissions and 
improve air quality. 

Policy Section A “Climate Action” identifies climate action initiatives undertaken by the District 
including geo-exchange systems and universal water metering.  It includes policies to integrate 
sustainability into community development and municipal operations.  

Policy Section 3 “Housing” Policy H 12 encourages more efficient buildings that help to reduce 
community GHG emissions and supports retrofits and the consideration of energy performance 
in reviewing development applications.  The policies commit to awareness, actions and 
initiatives to reduce energy consumption and GHG production. 

Policy UL 8.1 (n) for the development of the Rodgers Creek area is to strive for innovative, green 
buildings and infrastructure with lower water and energy consumption and to lower GHG 
emissions,  and that enhance sustainability. 

These policies will be taken into consideration in the planning and development of the Upper 
Lands. 

3.3.4.c  

Focus infrastructure 
and amenities in 
Urban Centres and 
FTDAs. 

Policy Section 13 “Municipal Utilities” contains policies for the efficient and energy conscious 
provision of services and utilities to meet the needs of West Vancouver residents.  Policies to 
focus infrastructure in the Ambleside Municipal Town Centre will be considered during the next 
review of the OCP.  

3.3.4 d  Policy Section 6 “Natural Environment” Policy NE 8 contains policies to integrate storm water 
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Identify policies, 
strategies to support 
integrated storm 
water management 
and water 
conservation. 

management practices with community planning.  

Policy NE 12 calls for the establishment of comprehensive environmental policies, bylaws, 
regulations and practices including storm water management practices.   

Watercourse Protection Development Permit Areas are identified, and objectives and 
guidelines for their protection are set out in Policy NE 13. 

3.4.4    

Minimize risk 
associated with 
climate change and 
natural hazards. 

Policy Section 6 “Natural Environment” Development Permit Area NE 5 and Policy NE 6 provide 
objectives and guidelines to avoid hazardous conditions relating to sloping sites, difficult terrain, 
and foreshore areas.  

 
Goal 4: Develop Complete Communities 
 
The District of West Vancouver is a residential community served and supported by the Ambleside Municipal Town 
Centre, by convenient local commercial centres at Dundarave, Caulfield, and Horseshoe Bay, and by the major 
regional centre at Park Royal.  These commercial areas and a broad array of recreational, social and cultural services 
and amenities provide a complete range of services and facilities for West Vancouver residents.  Park Royal is 
identified as a ‘Local Centre’ on the “Regional Land Use Designations” map.  
 
RGS Strategies  Official Community Plan 
4.1.7 a  

Work toward meeting 
estimated housing demand 
(Table A.4 of RGS): 

Table A.4 of the Regional Growth Strategy identifies demand for 900 ownership and 500 
new rental units to be provided over a ten year period.  The rental demand is further 
identified as 400 affordable rental units and 100 market rental units.   

The development of the Upper Lands in a variety of housing forms, and gradual infill 
development elsewhere in the community will address the demand for many of the 
ownership units.  The District will work toward the creation of new market and 
affordable rental units through its support for secondary suites and coach houses, 
through obtaining new rental units as community benefits through the rezoning process, 
and through innovative infill development in suitable locations. 

(i) Ensure plans articulate 
need for diverse housing 
options;  

Planning Principle 3 of the Plan is to provide for a diversity of housing types to 
accommodate a balanced and diverse population in terms of age, ability and income 
and household type.   

Policy Section 3 “Housing Objectives” calls for a variety of housing types, forms, tenures, 
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sizes and densities that meet diverse needs.   

Policy H 6 encourages a variety of housing types in the future neighbourhoods in the 
Upper Lands.   

Policy UL 3 provides for a varied housing mix by area with at least 40% expected to be 
non-single family homes. 

(ii) Increase supply through 
infill, compact forms and 
increased density;  

Policy Section “Housing” Policy H 9 supports secondary suites, and Policy H 13 supports 
the consideration of Coach Houses.   

(iii) Work with senior 
governments to provide 
affordable rental housing; 

Policy Section 3 “Housing” Policy H 7 states that the District will work with senior 
governments and explore other mechanisms to providing non-market housing.  

(iv) Encourage affordable 
housing through municipal 
measures. 

Policy Section 3 “Housing” Policy H 7 supports the provision of non-market housing when 
evaluating development applications, and through public private partnerships, 
administrative assistance and the use of amenity zoning. 

Policy Section 3 “Housing” Policy H 9 supports the provision of rental housing and does 
not support the conversion of rental apartments to strata units.  

4.1.8 a - f  

Prepare and implement a 
Housing Action Plan. 

The District adopted a Housing Action Plan in February 2013 and implementation 
policies are contained in Policy Section 3 “Housing” Policy H 13. 

4.2.4 a  

Support compact, mixed 
use, transit, cycling and 
walking oriented 
communities. 

Policy Section 12 “Transportation and Mobility” objectives are to reduce dependency 
on private automobiles and to promote alternatives to private vehicles including: public 
transportation, walking and cycling networks. 

Policy Section 8 “Parks and Open Space” Policy P8 promotes public access through the 
community including a coordinated system of links and urban trails for pedestrians and 
cyclists.  

Policy Section 4 “Built Form and Neighbourhood Character” promotes streetscape 
improvements, sidewalk and accessibility improvements and improved pedestrian 
connections, and encourages mixed use commercial/residential development in 
commercial areas.  

Policy BF C3 contains objectives and guidelines for a walkable Ambleside Municipal 
Town Centre. 

Policies to strengthen walking and cycling connections, specifically along the FTN 
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corridor, will be considered in the next Official Community Plan Review. 

4.2.4 b  

Locate cultural, 
recreational, institutional 
facilities in Urban Centres or 
with good transit access. 

Policy Section 1 “Local Economy” Policy LE 2.5 considers the needs and opportunities 
for the Ambleside Municipal Town Centre in the development of long-range strategies 
for the use of the Municipal Hall, Museum, Police building and other civic and cultural 
facilities.  The OCP describes virtually all civic uses, as well as the main cultural uses, 
within an easy walk of the Ambleside Municipal Town Centre.  In addition to the 
Municipal Hall, this includes Seniors’, Aquatic and Community Centres and community 
arts facilities.   

4.2.4 c  

Provide public spaces for 
social interaction. 

Policy Section 4 “Built Form & Neighbourhood Character” Policy BF A 5 is to promote 
development that fosters social interaction and involvement. 

Policy Section 8 “Parks and Open Space” provides for community and neighbourhood 
parks that provide amenities to serve immediate residential areas. 

Policy Section 9 “Community Recreation” Policies R 1 through R 7 support the 
collaborative development of facilities to meet the diverse needs of the population 
supporting a range of recreational opportunities and supporting health and wellness.  

Public and private facilities are shown on the map labelled “Community Recreation 
Facilities”. 

4.2.4 d  

Support active living. 

Policy Section 2 “Social Planning – Health, Wellness and Social Services” contains 
policies and describes programs that provide a system of public health, social and 
recreational services, resources and opportunities that help improve the lives of West 
Vancouver residents.    

Objectives in Section 2 promote a healthy and caring community and Policy SP 1 
promotes working with Vancouver Coastal Health Authority, West Vancouver School 
District, and senior levels of government to support public health, seniors’ and 
community centres as resources for education, social networking, and provision of 
information about community services. 

Policy Section 9 “Community Recreation” calls for the development of recreational 
facilities that support quality of life and wellness, and stimulate interest and involvement 
in all aspects of leisure.  

Policy Section 10 “Arts, Culture and Library” promotes healthy living by supporting a 
wide variety of locally based arts and cultural activities.  

4.2.4 e  

Support food production 

There are no agricultural lands in West Vancouver, but the District supports urban 
agriculture and food security initiatives through Policy Section 2 “Social Planning – 
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and distribution. Health, Wellness and Social Services” Policy SP 10. 

4.2.4 f  

Assess health implications of 
plans and infrastructure. 

Policy Section 4 “Built Form and Neighbourhood Character” Policy BF A 1 promotes 
superior environmental design in new development that provides healthy and high 
quality living environments.   

Policy BF A 2 promotes sustainability practices including the introduction of programs to 
ensure public health by improving the quality of life for residents and visitors. Policies 
provide for advisory bodies to review environmental, social and neighbourhood 
character impacts of municipal initiatives and projects. 

4.2.4 g  

Support universally 
accessible community 
design. 

Policy Section 1 “Local Economy” ‘Objectives’ includes policies to ensure that 
commercial areas are physically accessible to persons with disabilities.   

Policy SP 8 promotes an accessible and barrier free community in private and public 
buildings and developments. 

Policy Section 3 “Housing” Policy H 8 encourages adaptable design in a variety of 
housing forms. 

4.2.4 h  

Identify small scale local 
centres. 

The Regional Growth Strategy has identified the Horseshoe Bay Ferry Terminal on Map 
11 “Local Centres”. The “Regional Land Use Designations” map identifies Dundarave, 
Horseshoe Bay, Park Royal and Caulfield as ‘Local Centres’.  

4.2.4 i  

Recognize Special 
Employment Areas. 

Not applicable (there are no ‘Special Employment Areas’ within West Vancouver). 

 
Goal 5   Support Sustainable Transportation Choices 
 
Planning Principle 6 of the Official Community Plan seeks to reduce auto dependency by developing a 
comprehensive transit, transportation and land use plan that incorporates convenient and workable alternatives to the 
single-occupant car.  The objectives of the “Transportation and Mobility” Policies of the Plan are to encourage 
sustainable choices based on reducing dependency on private automobiles, and promoting alternatives including 
enhanced public transportation and walking and cycling networks. 
 
RGS Strategies  Official Community Plan 

5.1.6 a  The “Transportation Network” map identifies the road and rail network, including the 
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Encourage a greater share 
of trips by transit, HOVs, 
cycling, walking and 
support the Frequent Transit 
Network. 

Trans Canada Bike Route.   

Policy Section 12 “Transportation and Mobility” Policy T 2 calls for the development of 
policies and programs that encourage the use of alternative forms of transportation 
and provide increased transportation related non-vehicular facilities and services 
throughout the community.   

Policy T 5 calls for increased transit service between major activity centres, enhanced 
rail connections, a comprehensive and accessible walking and cycling network, the 
design of new roads to accommodate bus service and improved bike routes along 
Marine Drive and other possible routes. 

5.1.6 b  

Support transportation 
system and demand 
management strategies. 

Policy Section 12 “Transportation and Mobility” Policy T 5 calls for the investigation and 
implementation of traffic demand management and other techniques to reduce the 
impact of the private automobile. 

5.1.6 c  

Manage and enhance 
municipal infrastructure to 
support transit, multiple 
occupancy vehicles, 
cycling and walking. 

Policy Section 12 “Transportation and Mobility” states that with the exception of the 
‘1000-foot Connector’, no additional major roads are planned and future road 
implementation will be limited to new local streets in future neighbourhoods in the 
Upper Lands. 

Policy Section 12 “Transportation and Mobility” Policy T 2 calls for increased 
transportation-related non-vehicular facilities and services through the community, 
including the implementation of bus-only lanes, maintaining an updated cycling 
network master plan, maintaining and adding separated and/or marked bicycle lanes 
including the completion of the Spirit Trail, maintaining signage, maps and way-finding 
to support walking and cycling, and streetscape guidelines such as the Ambleside 
Streetscape Standards that support the pedestrian realm and the use of transit.   

5.2.3 a  

Map goods movement 
routes. 

The “Transportation and Goods Movement” map in Policy Section 12 identifies goods 
movement routes. 

5.2.3 b  

Support the efficient 
movement of vehicles for 
passengers and goods and 
services. 

Policy Section 12 “Transportation and Mobility” Policy T 1 calls for coordination with 
Provincial agencies, neighbouring municipalities and First Nations in a variety of 
measures to enhance safety and mobility for vehicle and goods movements.   
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5.2.3 c    

Support the development of 
transportation system 
management strategies. 

Policy Section 12 “Transportation and Mobility” Policy T 5 supports the transportation 
system management strategies including Bus Only lanes along Marine Drive and Taylor 
Way, transit priority traffic signals, queue-jumper lanes for transit at the Lions Gate Bridge 
and traffic management through information sharing systems with the Ministry of 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

5.2.3 d    

Support the protection of rail 
rights-of-way and access to 
navigable waterways.  

The “Transportation Network” map in Policy Section 12 identifies the BC Rail right-of-way.   
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   43

I M P L E M E N T A T I O N / F U T U R E  R E V I E W S   
 
Adopting an Official Community Plan is part of the 
process for realizing and promoting the community’s 
values.  The Plan charts the course to how West 
Vancouver will best meet this vision in 2020 and to 
guide actions accordingly.  
  
To maintain the OCP as a contemporary policy guide, 
it must be re-examined and revised from time to time 
when appropriate changes, consistent with its 
principles, come forward. Changing community trends 
will be monitored and the Plan will be comprehensively 
reviewed and updated in five years.   
 
Certain issues were identified during the Plan review 
that require more thorough and detailed study and 
consultation with the community. Outlined below are 
priorities for implementation and/or further study.  
References to corresponding Policy Sections of the Plan 
are noted: 
 
 Community Dialogue on Housing (see Housing 

Policy H 1)  
 Ambleside Town Centre Review (see Local 

Economy Policy LE 2) 
 Argyle Waterfront Review (see Parks and Open 

Spaces Policy P 7) 
 Development Cost Charge (DCC) Review (see 

Housing Policy H 11 and Financial Framework Policy 
F 2)  

 Upper Lands Workbook on Best Practices (see 
Upper Lands Policy UL 3)  

 Long Range Strategy for Civic Buildings and 
Municipal Lands in the Core Area (see Local 
Economy Policy LE 2)  

 Parks Master Plan  (see Parks and Open Space 
Policy P 1)  

 Comprehensive Environmental Policies, Regulations 
and practices (see Natural Environment Policy 
NE 12) 

 Ongoing Capital and Business Plans (see Financial 
Framework Policy F 1)  

 Local Area Plans (see Housing Policy H 1, Built Form 
Policy BF-B 5, BF-B 6) 

 Municipal Framework for defining and evaluating 
community benefit in new development (see Policy 
BF-A 3) 

 Review development-related bylaws, and other 
tools made available by the Local Government 
Act, to identify ways to improve the environmental 
and energy performance of all new and existing 
buildings. 

 Create a Community Energy Plan, as 
recommended in the Community Climate Action 
Plan.

 
 

The Local Government Act 
requires Municipal Councils to 
adopt an annual budget and 
a 5-year capital budget. It also 
requires that the proposed 
OCP policies and programs be 
reviewed to ensure that they 
are consistent with the fiscal 
capacity of the District.  An 
effective Plan should be 
capable of being monitored 
and adjusted to conform to 
budgetary constraints. 


