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The lack of Intrusive Industry. the spectacular setting. and 
unspolled beauty were factors that attracted a group of English 
Investors. the British Pacific Properties Company. The exclusive 
subdMslon that they funded. which become known os the British 
Properties, was the model for Mure planned resldentlal 
developments. The Company linked their Investment to the City 
of Vancouver with the construction of the Lions Gate Bridge. 
ensuring the continued success of West Vancouver as a 
prosperous munlclpollty. 

The advent of the Second Wor1d War caused o hiatus In 
residential development. The strategic location of the District 
was recognized, and a number of military sites were constructed 
as port of the Vancouver Area Defense network. After the War. a 
dramatic building boom once again changed the face of the 
munlclpallty. 

Due to Its status cs a preferred residential area. West 
Vancouver become fertile ground for experimentation In the 
International and West Coast styles which began and flour­
ished from the 1940's through the 1960's. The District's cont 
emp()rory resldentlol architecture was recognized throughout 
Canada for Its Innovation, the use of natural materials. and 
the sensitive use of spectacular sites. These structures. many of 
which hove now been acclaimed as masterpieces of design. 
hove become on Integral port of the Image of West 
Vancouver. 

The context and range of West Vancouver's architectural his­
tory Is presented within this Inventory. Pioneering buildings of 
the eoriy 1900's, the prominent estates of the 1930's, the 
contemporary West Coast houses of the 1940's through the 
1960's, and exclusive residential subdivisions, hove given the 
District a layering of physical heritage. that Is represented by 
many fine remaining examples. Along with the landscaping 
and terrain that plays such an Important port In defining its 
character. West Vancouver hos an architectural heritage of 
which It can be Justifiably proud. 
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